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David Burns Feeling Good The New
Mood Therapy

david burns feeling good the new mood therapy has revolutionized the way mental health professionals
and individuals approach the treatment of depression and mood disorders. Based on decades of research and
clinical practice, this innovative approach combines scientifically backed techniques with practical strategies to
help individuals lift their mood, gain emotional resilience, and develop healthier thinking patterns. Developed by
Dr. David D. Burns, a renowned psychiatrist and pioneer in cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), this method
emphasizes empowering individuals to take control of their mental health through evidence-based tools. In this
article, we explore the core principles of "Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy," its techniques, benefits, and
how it can be integrated into daily life for lasting emotional well-being.

Understanding the Foundations of Feeling Good: The
New Mood Therapy

Who is Dr. David D. Burns?
Dr. David D. Burns is a distinguished psychiatrist and professor emeritus at the University of Pennsylvania. He is
best known for his groundbreaking work in CBT and for authoring the bestselling book Feeling Good: The New
Mood Therapy, which has helped millions worldwide to combat depression without medication. His approach is
rooted in the idea that our thoughts significantly influence how we feel, and by changing negative thought
patterns, we can improve our mood and overall mental health.

What is the Core Philosophy?
At its heart, Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy is based on cognitive behavioral principles that recognize the
power of thoughts in shaping emotions. The therapy posits that: - Depression and negative moods are often
caused by distorted thinking patterns. - These patterns can be identified and challenged. - Replacing negative
thoughts with more realistic and positive ones leads to improved mood. - Individuals have the capacity and tools
to manage their emotional states actively. This approach shifts the focus from passive acceptance of suffering
to active engagement and self-help, making mental health management accessible to everyone.

The Techniques and Tools of the Therapy

1. Cognitive Restructuring
The cornerstone of the therapy involves identifying and challenging distorted thoughts—also known as cognitive
distortions—that contribute to depression and anxiety. Common distortions include: - All-or-nothing thinking -
Overgeneralization - Catastrophizing - Personalization - Emotional reasoning Once these distortions are
recognized, individuals learn to replace them with more balanced, rational thoughts.

2. The Daily Mood Log
A practical tool introduced by Dr. Burns, the Daily Mood Log helps users track their emotions and thoughts
throughout the day. It involves: - Listing specific upsetting thoughts - Assigning intensity ratings to feelings -



Challenging distorted thoughts with evidence-based questions - Replacing negative thoughts with balanced
alternatives This process encourages mindfulness of thought patterns and fosters self-awareness.

3. Behavioral Activation
Feeling Good incorporates behavioral strategies to combat depression. By scheduling pleasurable or meaningful
activities, individuals can counteract withdrawal and inactivity that often accompany low moods. This technique
helps break the cycle of negative rumination.

4. The Triple Column Technique
A systematic method to challenge negative thoughts: - Column 1: Record automatic negative thoughts - Column
2: Note the emotional response - Column 3: Write a rational response or alternative thought This structured
approach makes cognitive restructuring manageable and effective.

5. Thought Records and Exercises
In addition to the Mood Log, the therapy promotes various exercises that involve analyzing specific situations,
identifying cognitive distortions, and practicing alternative thoughts, all of which build resilience over time.

Benefits of Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy

Empowers Self-Help and Personal Growth
One of the primary strengths of this approach is its emphasis on self-help. Individuals learn practical skills that
they can apply independently, fostering confidence and autonomy in managing their moods.

Effectiveness in Treating Depression
Research has shown that cognitive behavioral techniques, especially those outlined by Dr. Burns, are highly
effective in reducing symptoms of depression. Many users report significant improvements after just a few
weeks of consistent practice.

Complementary to Medication
While not necessarily a replacement for medication, Feeling Good techniques can complement pharmacological
treatments, leading to better overall outcomes and sometimes reducing the need for medication.

Accessible and Cost-Effective
Since the therapy primarily involves self-help methods, it is accessible to people who may not have the
resources for traditional therapy sessions. Books, online resources, and workbooks make this approach widely
available.

Suitable for Various Mental Health Challenges
Although initially developed for depression, the techniques are adaptable for anxiety, stress management, and
even improving self-esteem.
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Implementing Feeling Good Techniques in Daily Life

Building a Routine
Consistency is key. Incorporate daily or weekly practices such as: - Completing mood logs - Challenging
negative thoughts - Engaging in pleasurable activities - Practicing mindfulness and self-compassion

Using Books and Resources
Dr. Burns’ book Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy remains a cornerstone resource. Supplementary
materials include workbooks, online courses, and mobile apps designed to facilitate practice.

Joining Support Groups or Workshops
Community support enhances motivation and provides shared insights. Many mental health centers and
organizations offer workshops based on these principles.

When to Seek Professional Help
While self-help techniques are powerful, persistent or severe depression may require professional intervention.
Feeling Good techniques can serve as a valuable adjunct but should not replace therapy when needed.

Conclusion: A New Hope for Mental Well-Being
Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy by Dr. David Burns offers a practical, evidence-based approach to
overcoming depression and enhancing emotional resilience. Its focus on changing thought patterns empowers
individuals to take charge of their mental health, fostering hope and recovery. By integrating these techniques
into daily life, anyone can develop healthier thinking habits, reduce negative moods, and improve overall well-
being. Whether you are seeking a first step toward mental health improvement or a complementary tool
alongside other treatments, the principles of Feeling Good can be a transformative part of your journey toward
happiness and emotional balance.

David Burns’ Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy: A Comprehensive Review

Introduction

In the realm of mental health literature, few books have had as profound an impact as David D. Burns’ Feeling
Good: The New Mood Therapy. Originally published in 1980, this groundbreaking work revolutionized the
understanding and treatment of depression by introducing cognitive behavioral techniques accessible to the
general public. Over the decades, it has remained a cornerstone for those seeking self-help strategies,
clinicians, and anyone interested in understanding the intricacies of mood disorders. This review delves deeply
into the core principles, methodology, strengths, limitations, and overall significance of Feeling Good, providing
a thorough exploration of why it continues to be a vital resource.

Background and Context

Who is David D. Burns?

Dr. David D. Burns is a distinguished psychiatrist and adjunct clinical professor of psychiatry at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Medicine. His extensive clinical experience and research in cognitive therapy have
positioned him as a leading figure in mental health, especially in the treatment of depression.

Historical Significance of Feeling Good



Before the publication of Feeling Good, the dominant treatments for depression often involved
pharmacotherapy or psychoanalytic approaches, which could be lengthy and less accessible. Burns’ contribution
was to distill cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) into practical, easy-to-understand techniques that individuals
could employ themselves, emphasizing self-help and empowerment.

Core Principles of Feeling Good

The Cognitive Model of Depression

At the heart of Feeling Good lies the cognitive model, which posits that:

Thoughts influence feelings and behaviors.1.
Negative thought patterns are central to the development and perpetuation of depression.2.
Changing maladaptive thoughts can lead to an improvement in mood.3.

Burns emphasizes that depression is largely driven by cognitive distortions—systematic errors in thinking that
reinforce negative beliefs.

Cognitive Distortions Explored

Burns identifies and explains ten common cognitive distortions:

All-or-Nothing Thinking: Viewing situations in black-and-white terms.1.
Overgeneralization: Making broad interpretations from a single event.2.
Mental Filter: Focusing solely on negative details.3.
Disqualifying the Positive: Dismissing positive experiences.4.
Jumping to Conclusions: Making negative assumptions without evidence.5.
Magnification and Minimization: Exaggerating negatives or downplaying positives.6.
Emotional Reasoning: Believing feelings reflect reality.7.
Should Statements: Rigid rules about how oneself or others should behave.8.
Labeling and Mislabeling: Assigning negative labels to oneself or others.9.
Personalization: Blaming oneself for events outside control.10.

Understanding these distortions allows individuals to identify and challenge their automatic negative thoughts.

The Methodology of Feeling Good

Cognitive Restructuring1.

The heart of the book’s approach involves cognitive restructuring, which entails:

Identifying negative automatic thoughts.1.
Challenging their validity.2.
Replacing them with more balanced, realistic thoughts.3.

Burns presents numerous exercises, worksheets, and self-tests to facilitate this process.

The Use of Thought Records1.

A key tool introduced is the thought record, a structured diary format that helps individuals:

Note the situation.1.
Record automatic thoughts.2.
Rate the intensity of feelings.3.
Challenge distorted thoughts.4.
Generate rational alternatives.5.

This systematic approach helps users develop awareness and mastery over their thought patterns.

Behavioral Techniques1.
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While cognitive restructuring is central, Burns integrates behavioral strategies such as:

Activity scheduling to combat inertia.1.
Pleasure and mastery lists to encourage engagement.2.
Graded exposure to feared stimuli.3.

This combination amplifies mood improvement by actively engaging in positive behaviors.

The Role of Self-Help1.

Burns advocates for self-administered therapy through his book, making mental health strategies accessible
without the need for frequent clinical visits. The emphasis is on empowerment, enabling individuals to take
control of their mood regulation.

Content Breakdown and Key Features

A. Clear, Accessible Language

Feeling Good is renowned for its reader-friendly style, avoiding jargon and making complex psychological
concepts understandable to laypeople. Burn’s conversational tone encourages engagement and self-reflection.

B. Practical Exercises and Worksheets

The book is filled with:

Self-assessment quizzes.1.
Thought record templates.2.
Step-by-step instructions for cognitive techniques.3.

These practical tools facilitate active participation and reinforce learning.

C. Case Examples and Anecdotes

Burns shares compelling case histories and personal anecdotes that demonstrate how cognitive techniques can
transform lives. These narratives serve to inspire hope and illustrate real-world application.

D. Addressing Common Mood Disorders

While primarily focused on depression, Feeling Good also provides insights into:

Anxiety.1.
Guilt.2.
Self-esteem issues.3.
Negative thought patterns common in various mood disorders.4.

This broad applicability enhances the book’s usefulness.

Strengths of Feeling Good

Empowers Self-Help1.

The book’s DIY approach makes mental health strategies accessible to a broad audience, reducing stigma and
barriers to treatment.

Evidence-Based1.

Burns’ methods are grounded in cognitive-behavioral therapy, supported by extensive research and clinical
evidence.

Ease of Use1.

Structured exercises, worksheets, and clear instructions facilitate user engagement and consistent practice.

Transformational Impact1.



For many readers, Feeling Good has been a catalyst for overcoming depression without medication or therapy,
fostering a sense of control.

Enduring Relevance1.

Despite being decades old, the core principles remain applicable, and newer editions incorporate updates and
expanded content.

Limitations and Critiques

Not a Substitute for Professional Help1.

While Feeling Good is empowering, it is not a replacement for professional diagnosis and treatment, especially
for severe depression or comorbid conditions.

Over-Simplification Risks1.

Some critics argue that the book might oversimplify complex mental health issues, potentially leading
individuals to neglect necessary medical or psychological intervention.

Variability in Effectiveness1.

While many find relief, others may not experience significant benefits, particularly if underlying biological
factors or trauma are involved.

The Challenge of Consistency1.

The techniques require regular practice; maintaining motivation can be difficult, especially during severe
depressive episodes.

The Impact and Legacy

A. Popularization of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy

Feeling Good played a vital role in bringing CBT principles to the masses, making it a household name in self-
help literature.

B. Influence on Subsequent Literature

The book has inspired countless other self-help guides and therapeutic approaches centered on changing
thought patterns.

C. Contribution to Mental Health Awareness

By demystifying depression and its treatment, it has contributed to de-stigmatization and increased awareness.

Who Should Read Feeling Good?

Individuals experiencing mild to moderate depression.1.
Those seeking self-help tools for mood management.2.
Clinicians looking for adjunctive strategies.3.
Caregivers and friends supporting loved ones.4.

It is particularly suited for readers willing to actively engage in exercises and self-reflection.

Final Thoughts

David Burns’ Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy remains a seminal work in the field of mental health. Its
practical, evidence-based approach to understanding and overcoming depression has empowered millions
worldwide. While it is not a one-size-fits-all solution, its core principles serve as a valuable toolkit for anyone
seeking to challenge negative thought patterns and improve their mood.

For those willing to commit to the exercises and internalize the cognitive techniques, Feeling Good offers a
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pathway toward greater emotional resilience, self-awareness, and mental well-being. Its enduring popularity
attests to its effectiveness and importance in the landscape of self-help and psychotherapy.

References and Further Reading

Burns, D. D. (1980). Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy. William Morrow & Co.1.
Additional resources: Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) guides, mental health organizations, and2.
professional counseling services.

Questions & Answers About david burns feeling good
the new mood therapy

No Question Answer

1 What is the main focus of David
Burns's 'Feeling Good: The New
Mood Therapy'?

The book primarily focuses on cognitive behavioral techniques to
help individuals overcome depression and improve their mood
through practical strategies and self-help methods.

2 How does 'Feeling Good: The New
Mood Therapy' differ from traditional
antidepressant treatments?

It emphasizes self-help techniques and cognitive restructuring
rather than relying solely on medication, empowering individuals
to manage their depression through behavioral changes and
thought pattern adjustments.

3 Are the methods in 'Feeling Good'
suitable for all types of depression?

While many people find the techniques effective for mild to
moderate depression, those with severe or complex mental
health conditions should consult a mental health professional for
comprehensive care.

4 What are some key tools or
exercises introduced in 'Feeling
Good'?

The book includes thought records, behavioral activation
exercises, and techniques to challenge and reframe negative
thoughts to improve mood and reduce depressive symptoms.

5 Has 'Feeling Good: The New Mood
Therapy' been updated or expanded
since its original publication?

Yes, subsequent editions have incorporated new insights,
exercises, and research findings to enhance the effectiveness of
the cognitive behavioral techniques presented.

6 Is 'Feeling Good' considered
evidence-based and scientifically
supported?

Yes, the techniques in the book are grounded in cognitive
behavioral therapy (CBT), which is a well-established, evidence-
based approach for treating depression.

7 Can I use 'Feeling Good' as a
standalone resource for managing
depression?

For mild to moderate depression, many find it effective as a self-
help tool; however, individuals with severe depression or co-
occurring mental health issues should seek professional
guidance alongside using the book.

David Burns, Feeling Good, Mood Therapy, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Depression Treatment, Self-Help,
Mental Health, Emotional Wellbeing, Anxiety Relief, Cognitive Techniques
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